Stewards of grace
Working in community – growing in service

When I was 12, I took a hunter’s safety training course. At 14, I participated in a
baptismal preparation class to review the fundamentals of our faith. Like most teens,
at 16 I eagerly enrolled in a behind-the-wheel training course – required before I could
receive my driver’s license. What do these experiences have in common? All of them
helped me prepare for increased responsibility in life.

Like good stewards of
the manifold grace of
God, serve one another
with whatever gift each
of you has received.
– 1 Peter 4:10 (NRSV)

Comparatively speaking, the training I received on how to manage money and become a good Christian steward of God’s many gifts was limited. I only picked up basic
principles along the way from my parents or a class in school. When it comes to learning how to integrate our faith with our time, talents, health, money, relationships, and
other Kingdom stewardship issues such as creation care, where in life does this happen and who is responsible to provide the instruction? At Everence, we believe we all
need to take some responsibility – parents, pastors, and the entire church community,
which we are proudly a part of.
In Proverbs 22:6, parents are instructed to “train children in the right way, and when
old, they will not stray.” The very next verse reads, “The rich rule over the poor, and
the borrower is the slave of the lender.” (NRSV) In fact, 10 of the 29 verses in that
chapter offer financial counsel. Coincidence? Not likely. Money and how we manage all of God’s resources has always been, and continues to be, an important part of
becoming faithful followers of God.
With this book, we provide you with a primer – not an in-depth examination – of the
holistic stewardship of time, talents, health, money, creation care and relationships.
Other resources we offer can take you deeper (many of which are referenced in this
booklet), but to whet your appetite, and to get you thinking about these issues, we
offer Stewards of Grace.
At Everence, our goal is to provide educational experiences (along with our financial
services and products) that will help you integrate your finances with the faith values
you hold. To learn more about how we can serve you in the areas of financial stewardship, visit us online at www.everence.com.

A note to the teacher
You will discover that each chapter has more information and exercises than can be discussed in a typical Sunday
school or small group discussion time. This leaves you with a wonderful opportunity to either:
1. Pick and choose the material you feel relates best to your class and leave the rest.
2. Divide each chapter into two sections, turning the 6-session series into 12. i.e. Some chapters have exercises that
could be taken home, filled out and discussed the following class period. All chapters have a series of questions
you may want the class to take more time to process as part of the next class discussion.
Included with this resource are student study guides for each chapter. You are granted permission to copy and distribute these to class members. This booklet can serve as your teacher’s guide. By making this educational experience a
downloadable document from our website, we are trying to reduce unnecessary printing, warehousing and shipping
expenses. We offer this resource free in the hope that more will discuss what we consider to be central themes to
everyday discipleship.
Because this document is in digital form, we can make changes and adjustments as the material gets used. Please feel
free to pass along suggestions for additional exercises or resources you have found helpful regarding any of these topics. We will consider including your ideas in future versions of this resource. Your comments are encouraged!

Beryl M. Jantzi

Director of Stewardship Education
Everence

If you find this educational resource helpful, you may want to consider other study materials we offer in
our online congregational education section or contact Beryl Jantzi, director of Stewardship Education, at
beryl.jantzi@everence.com. We welcome your ideas and suggestions for how we can partner with you in
developing stewardship resources.

Everence helps individuals, organizations
and congregations integrate finances with
faith through a national team of advisors and
representatives. Everence offers banking, insurance and financial services with community
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