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#GivingTuesdayNWO
unites donors, charities in
Northwest Ohio
Charitable donors in the Archbold, Ohio, region got a chance to flex their
generosity muscles again on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving.
Donors, including those providing matching funds, pledged more than $1.9 million
to nonprofits at a celebration known as #GivingTuesdayNWO.
Here are a couple of highlights from the event coordinated by Everence® Financial –
and hosted by Financial Consultant Shari Beck – in Founder’s Hall at Sauder Village:
• A young girl came with her parents. She brought her piggy bank, which contained 85 cents that she wanted to give to her favorite nonprofit.
• A high school student who volunteers with one of the featured nonprofits asked
her parents if she could have her Christmas money early. Her parents didn’t realize she was going to listen to each nonprofit share their stories and give away
her Christmas money at the event.
Local businesses and individual contributors made $500,000 available as matching
dollars. The 2018 #GivingTuesdayNWO event generated about $1.6 million for
Northwest Ohio nonprofits.

MyNeighbor donations
total more than $386,000

Improvements coming to
Everyday Stewardship

Everence® Financial donated more than $386,000
earlier this year to about 500 charitable
organizations and churches through our
MyNeighbor program.

Our next issue of Everyday Stewardship – Summer
2020 – will include upgrades that enhance the
magazine’s appearance and help us present news
and information in more interesting ways.

As the MyNeighbor program grows, so do
the involvement and impact of our nonprofits.
For example, this year, one nonprofit received
nearly $18,000 generated by 68 MyNeighbor
cardholders.

We also plan to start introducing new features that
we hope will encourage you to connect with us.

Since it started in April 2017, the MyNeighbor
program has generated nearly $1 million for
congregations, schools and other types of
nonprofits.
Individuals and businesses generate reward dollars
for their favorite nonprofits every time they use
their MyNeighbor credit cards from Everence
Federal Credit Union.

“We’re updating Everyday Stewardship to make it
more visually engaging,” said Jeff Shafer, Director of
Creative Marketing for Everence.
“But we also want our improvements in design to
complement the subject matter of our stories, which
reinforce the concepts of faith, finances and mutual
aid important to Everence,” he said.
The upcoming updates follow the launch of Faith,
finance and fitness in our Fall 2018 issue. Faith, finance and fitness is a page dedicated to informative
news briefs and graphics.

Each time you buy groceries, pay bills or make
other purchases with your MyNeighbor card,
Everence will donate 1.50 percent of the purchase
total to the charity of your choice.

Learn and do more at everence.com
• Chief Investment Officer Chad Horning regularly analyzes economic trends and how they
affect investment markets. Visit everence.com to learn from Chad’s videos.
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Faith, finance and fitness

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is admirable – if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy – think about such things.
– PHILIPPIANS 4:8 (NIV)
SOME TRULY GOLDEN

STILL GOING TO CHURCH

OLDIES

Americans’ charitable dollars are still
going to church.

It’s not easy to compare revenues
earned by today’s movies with those of
many decades ago, but we can still try.

ANOTHER COFFEE ATTRIBUTE
There’s another reason to enjoy a few
cups of coffee today – a lower risk of
painful gallstones.
WebMD reported that after tracking
about 105,000 Danes for an average of
8 years, researchers found that those
who drank more than six cups of coffee per day had a 23% lower risk of
gallstones.

The good news for churches is that
congregations continued to receive the
largest share of charitable giving in the
U.S. – 29%

of all charitable
dollars, or $124.52 billion –

in 2018, according to a report released
in late September.
The report summarized a National Study
of Congregations’ Economic Practices,
conducted by Lake Institute on Faith &
Giving, Indianapolis.

CNBC asked a media measurement
company to work out a fair
comparison. The company’s formula
takes several factors into account
to estimate how much money each
film would have made at current
ticket prices.
Here are the top five movies of all
time, starting with number five:
•

•

Titanic (1997) – 143.5 million
tickets sold, estimated adjusted
gross of $1.29 billion.
E.T., the Extra-Terrestrial
(1982) – 147.9 million tickets,
$1.33 billion.

•

The Sound of Music (1965) –
157.2 million tickets, $1.41
billion.

•

Star Wars (1977) – 178.1 million
tickets sold, $1.6 billion.

•

Gone with the Wind (1939) –
201 million tickets, $1.81 billion.

The not-so-good news for churches is
that 29% is quite a drop from 30 years
ago, when religious giving accounted for
50% of total charitable giving.
Lake Institute said that despite overall
declines in the percentage of Americans
claiming a religious affiliation or church
membership, 39% of churches reported
having more people in worship than
three years earlier.

“High coffee intake is associated with
a lower risk of gallstone disease,” said
Dr. A. Tybaerg-Hansen, chief physician
of Rigshospitalet’s clinical biochemistry
department at Copenhagen University
Hospital in Denmark.
Those who drank three to six cups per
day reduced their gallstones risk by
17%. Even people who drank just one
cup of coffee per day had a 3% dip in
their chance of developing gallstones.

WHAT’S $100 WORTH?
A hundred bucks is worth more in some
places than others around the country.
In fact, the value of $100 ranges from
$84.39 to $116.69, depending on the
state where you
live, according to
the nonprofit Tax
Foundation.
$ $
The states where
$100 is worth the
least are Hawaii

($84.39), New York ($86.36), California
($87.11), New Jersey ($88.57) and Maryland
($91.41).
On the other end of the scale are Mississippi
($116.69), Arkansas ($115.61), Alabama
($115.34), West Virginia ($114.94) and
Kentucky ($113.77).
Varying costs of living account for the
differences. In Mississippi, $100 would buy
you goods that would cost $116.69 in a state
at the national average price level.

Managing money

Church giving going high tech
Value found in offering more contribution options
By Lynette Morales

Help to sustain
generosity
Everence works with churches
to encourage a wide variety of
gifts to those churches.
We focus on helping churches
sustain generosity and giving

Technology makes it easy to buy things
you need and have them delivered to
your front door.
It’s also making a difference in how
churches get their donations.
Many people don’t carry checkbooks
or much cash anymore. They’re more
comfortable using their debit cards or
smartphone apps.

over the long term, exploring
gifts beyond those in the
proverbial offering plate.
Visit everence.com/
financial-services/forchurches/congregationalcharitable-services for more
information or give us a call at
800-494-6622.

More churches are accepting electronic
donations – some even allow you to
donate via text message – because
that’s the way many of their members
want to give, and for a few other
reasons:
• Members who set up automatic
electronic donations contribute
every week, even if they don’t make
it to church that Sunday. There’s no
“summer slump.”
• People tend to give more when
they give electronically. One
company that processes electronic
church donations says donors give
$17 digitally for every $10 in a
collection plate.1

• Giving is spiritual, regardless of the
format. “Philanthropy, whether it
is online or in person, is a spiritual
exercise,” said Peter Greer, president
of microfinance ministry HOPE
International. “It’s about something
much bigger and more important
than meeting an annual budget.”1
Churches pay fees to companies that
process their online gifts, but research
shows the costs are likely to be much
lower than the gains generated by
accepting electronic donations.
How big is electronic giving? One of
the tech companies that works with
churches processed $4.2 billion in giving
last year.1
An Everence® stewardship advocate told
me, “Our online giving is way larger
than our weekly in-person giving.”
Another advocate said she has family
members who never go to church
without money.
That’s great – there’s room for givers of
all kinds!

Lynette Morales is a Church

Relations Representative working
from the Everence office in Mount
Joy, Pennsylvania.

1christianitytoday.com, Tithing over text is
now a multi-billion-dollar industry
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Options for handling college costs
Start saving early, look beyond tuition numbers
By Ben Sprunger

Check into an Everence
scholarship
Everence offers college
scholarships of up to $3,000, one
of the potential benefits of doing
business with Everence.

College graduates, on average, earn
higher incomes than people who don’t
go to college. But the cost of earning a
degree has risen rapidly, so there’s a lot
to think about.
And that’s the point – parents and
children need to think and talk about
their hopes and ideas, and consider
what may be possible.

work out for graduates starting
careers with higher incomes, such as
pharmacist or doctor.
Look beyond raw tuition numbers
when choosing a college. I’ve seen
cases where small private schools cost
less than big state universities because
the private colleges offered much more
scholarship help.

See everence.com/living-thevalues/grants-and-scholarshipsand-awards for details.

Starting to save early helps. Set up
a 529 college savings plan when
each child is born, which gives you a
foundation. When your child is older,
investigate FAFSA (federal student aid),
scholarships and grants.
Getting loans to pay for college is the
norm today. About 65% of college
students are borrowing money, reports
the Institute for College Access &
Success.
The average student loan debt is
$35,359, according to experian.com –
a 26% increase in five years.
How much is OK to borrow? It can
depend on the career. Leaving college
with higher than average debt can

Talk about college with your kids, and
don’t feel obligated, as parents, to
pay 100% of your daughter’s or son’s
college expenses.
I’ve known parents in their late 50s
with $75,000 in debt from sending
their kids to college. That jeopardizes
the parents’ retirement plans.
Paying for college can rattle your
nerves, but students and parents
alike can calm down by planning and
working together.
Ben Sprunger is a Financial
Planner in the Everence® office in
Berne, Indiana.

Securities offered through ProEquities
Inc., a registered broker-dealer, member
FINRA and SIPC. Products and services
offered through Everence Trust Company and other Everence entities are
independent of and are not guaranteed
or endorsed by ProEquities Inc. or its
affiliates.
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Is it time to retire yet?
Educate yourself, plan ahead for best results
By Kenteth J. Blossom

Everence knows
retirement
Social Security benefits provide
an average of 36% of the total
income for those 65 and older,
according to the Social Security
Administration.
That’s helpful, but it also makes

What’s the right age to retire? You
might be thinking that you’d like to
answer, “Now, please!”
Unfortunately, most of us don’t have
the financial advantages that allow us to
retire whenever the mood strikes, so we
need to discern, evaluate and prepare.
The goal of retirement readiness is to plan
well enough that you’re confident in your
“enough” when you finish your career.

Two ages important to know are 65
(the age when most people qualify for
Medicare), and your “full retirement
age” (FRA) for Social Security purposes.
Those aren’t the same.
You can start collecting Social Security
benefits at age 62 but waiting until your
FRA (for anyone now between the ages
66 and 67) will provide more income
and eliminate tax disadvantages that
may occur when taking benefits early.

it clear that many people need
sources of money other than
Social Security benefits to handle
their expenses in retirement.
Our financial planners and
consultants are experienced
in helping people prepare for
retirement. Call 800-348-7468 or
visit one of our offices.

Managing your cash flow is important
in retirement, just as it is during your
working life. As Theo Boers wrote in
Three Simple Rules, “Spend less than
you earn.”
Withdrawing from the assets you’ve
accumulated is a key source of income
in retirement.
Add up your current household expenses
– many planners say you’ll need about
70% of that total to maintain a similar
standard of living in retirement.

These are all factors that will affect your
cash flow and help you estimate how
much you’ll need to withdraw from
your retirement savings to bridge the
gap between income and expenses.
The more you know, the more you’ll
be able to focus on enjoying your
relationships and sharing your gifts
with others.
Kenteth J. Blossom,
CFP®, is a Financial

Planner in the Everence®
office in Kalona, Iowa.

Advisory services offered through
Investment Advisors, a division of
ProEquities Inc., Registered Investment
Advisors. Securities offered through
ProEquities Inc., a registered brokerdealer, member FINRA and SIPC.
Products and services offered through
Everence Trust Company and other
Everence entities are independent of
and are not guaranteed or endorsed by
ProEquities Inc., or its affiliates.
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER™ and CFP™ are owned by
the Certified Financial Planner Board
of Standards Inc. and are awarded to
individuals who successfully complete
the CFP Board’s initial and ongoing
certification requirements.
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People need help,
so Jay helps
Retired Ohio merchant has a
global perspective
By Jim Miller

Jay Lehman has seen and done a lot
in 90 years. He learned something
when he was younger that still resonates: “So many people need help. I
wanted to help.”
Jay went to Germany to help people
whose homes were destroyed in World
War II. He drove and repaired trucks
for volunteers who built houses,
strengthening his heart for service
and picking up a lot of mechanical
knowledge.
He also spent 10 years in Africa,
assisting missionaries, church
groups and others with their travel
arrangements.
Jay, of Kidron, Ohio, is a longtime
supporter of Mennonite organizations
that extend helping hands around the
globe – especially MEDA (Mennonite
Economic Development Associates)
and MCC.
When his wife, Ella Mae, died in
1999, he set up a scholarship in her
name at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical
Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana, that aids
women from around the world.
Jay Lehman polishes an antique
woodstove in the photo on page 10.
A distinctive sign structure greets visitors to the Lehman’s store in Kidron,
Ohio, in the photo on this page.

Photographs courtesy of the Lehman family

department, community park and
historical society.
He’s also been a conservationist for
years, planting about 25,000 trees.
“I was thinking long term,” Jay
said, “planting slow-growing trees
because I wanted to benefit the next
generation.”

The man who started the store
In and around Kidron, people know
Jay as the founder of Lehman Hardware and Appliances, a business he
started in 1955 that’s known for its
“low-tech items in a high-tech world.”
Lehman’s catered largely to Amish
customers in the early days, offering
home and farm supplies and
equipment that didn’t need electricity.
The business still has Amish
customers, but the clientele is more
diverse today.
Running Lehman’s gave Jay a chance
to fix things, which he enjoyed. “We
did a lot of repairing, and that’s what
I really liked,” he said.
Galen Lehman, President of Lehman
Hardware and Jay’s son, calls his dad

In Kidron, Jay has supported
such causes as the volunteer fire
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Jay Lehman enjoys chatting with a family
visiting the hardware and appliance store,
known for its “low-tech” merchandise and
employees who know how things work.

lanterns – can make Lehman’s a center
of attention during turbulent times.
A 1973 OPEC oil embargo/energy
crisis sent gasoline prices soaring, and
a growing number of people embraced
the idea of conserving natural
resources.

“a mechanical genius. He’s constantly
trying to find ways to make things
work better.”
One example is Jay’s washing
machine innovation. Jay figured his
customers who didn’t use electricity
would appreciate the convenience of
an automatic washing machine.
Others had tried replacing a Maytag
washer’s electric motor with a gasoline
engine, but “the machine would shake
itself apart” because of the vibration,
Galen said.
Jay wasn’t ready to accept that
the modification couldn’t be done
successfully, so he invented a way
of attaching a gasoline engine that
dampened the vibration.
Galen said, “The popularity of his
system made Lehman’s the largest
wringer washing machine dealer in the
world, and it’s still being used half a
century later.”

Jay will make it work
If there’s a way to make something
work, Jay is determined to find it,
Galen said. While Jay was in Germany, the truck he was driving couldn’t

climb a hill. He pulled off to the side
and did some complex repairs even
though all he had were simple tools.
His explanation? “I just didn’t have
enough power to get up that hill with
my load.”
Jay opened his store at 7 a.m., six
days a week, when Lehman’s was
getting started. The end of the
business day wasn’t quitting time for
Jay. He loaded his pickup truck and
delivered merchandise until lights in
the farmhouses were turned off – his
signal to head home.
In addition to serving the Amish,
Jay’s goal was for Lehman’s to
preserve the past for future generations, which it has done.
Producers of several movies –
including Gangs of New York, Cold
Mountain and The Assassination
of Jesse James by The Coward
Robert Ford – used merchandise
from Lehman’s because they wanted
historically accurate period pieces in
their films.

World events shake things up
The store’s focus on low-tech
items – from reel (human-powered)
lawnmowers to non-electric lamps and

Interest in the non-electric gear
Lehman’s sells grew dramatically,
noted Glenda Lehman Ervin, Vice
President of Marketing for Lehman’s
and Jay’s daughter.
“Suddenly, more people were
concerned about fossil fuels and
wanted wood stoves,” Glenda said.
The Y2K scare impacted Lehman’s in
1999, when worries grew that electric
utilities might shut down when the
calendar shifted to Jan. 1, 2000.
“People were worried about electricity,
banking, groceries, airline flights,”
Glenda said. Phones in the store were
ringing pretty much all day, every day.

Bringing people to Kidron
Lehman’s evolved into more than a
hardware and appliance store over the
years. It became an attraction, which
has helped it endure since 1955.
“The store is fun, engaging – it’s a
destination,” Glenda said. “We see a
lot of people coming here as families.
Other people may sell some of the same
things we do. The difference is we have
the knowledge. We know how things
work, how to use them.”
Bruce Breckbill worked at Lehman’s
for 19 years before joining Everence®
Financial in April 2018 as a
Stewardship Consultant.

Bruce said that when Jay was working
on the sales floor, he wasn’t the type of
business owner who pushed customers
to buy more.
“That’s the key to who Jay is,” Bruce
said. “He was not trying to sell as
much as possible or get people to buy
more expensive products.”

Galen took over day-to-day
responsibilities for the business years
ago, but Jay didn’t fully retire from
Lehman’s until spring 2019. He likes
to keep busy.

Congrats to our 2019
Journey Award recipients
Everence honored Jay Lehman with our
2019 National Journey Award, which
recognizes people who model Christian
stewardship.

“I enjoyed doing it,” Jay said,
reflecting on his career. “I particularly
liked the idea of fixing things.”

As part of the National Journey Award,
Everence makes a $5,000 donation to
the charity of the recipient’s choice. Jay

Helping people is what he’s
all about
Jay maintains a “reasonable, don’tgo-overboard attitude. He is all about
helping people,” Bruce said.
Bruce also knew Jay through church,
because Bruce taught a Sunday
school class that included Jay. Bruce
remembers Jay talking about climate
change. “He’d say, ‘All the stuff we’re
putting into the air has got to be
affecting the Earth.’ He was saying
this 20 years ago.”
Jay’s concern for people all over the
world stands out to David Miller,
an Everence Charitable Services
Representative, who said, “Jay is a
person who’s keenly aware of global
issues, and thinks about how he
relates to those issues and how the
church should relate to those issues.”
David has known Jay since before
David joined Everence in 2010 and
learned that Jay had set up a donor
advised fund through Everence.
The charitable family fund later was
divided into five funds – for Jay and
his four children. The funds provide
a way for family members to choose
charities to receive regular gifts.

A biblical reminder

chose to have $2,500 go to Mennonite

And he’s always felt a call to be helpful, as Galen and Glenda will attest.

Central Committee and $2,500 to

They remember Jay reciting a Bible
verse many times when they were
growing up – “From everyone who
has been given much, much will be
demanded,” from the book of Luke.

Everence also recognizes our Regional

Galen said, “When we ask him what
the secret of his success is, he says, ‘I
just try to treat people how I want to
be treated.’”

•

Mennonite Mission Network.

Journey Award honorees; $500
donations were made to the charities
they chose. Regional recipients were:
•

Eugene and Catherine Lantz,
Broadway, Virginia.

Glenda says, “He’s always been
philanthropic, and not just because he
was successful. If he had 10 dollars, he
gave away one.”

Jon Stanton and Janet Lewis,
Sarasota, Florida.

•

Mae Reinford, Harleysville,
Pennsylvania.

•

Rod Harder, Newton, Kansas.

•

Stan and Kathy Keener Shantz,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

•

Ted and Rosalie Nickel, Fresno,
California.

Jim Miller is a writer and editor at
Everence and managing editor of
Everyday Stewardship.

For more information about Journey
Awards and/or a nomination form,
please contact Kenda Mishler,
Member Benefits Manager, at
kenda.mishler@everence.com.

One growing church
helps another
Expansion project tithe goes
where it’s needed
By Jim Miller

Growth at Assembly Mennonite
Church in Goshen, Indiana, is benefiting a congregation 650 miles away.
When Assembly Mennonite enlarged
its facilities, it tithed a portion of the
project expenses to aid others.
A program called JoinHands, operated by Mennonite Men, helps churches
that have the resources for major
capital improvements share money
with churches in need of help buying or
building a place to worship.
And that’s what happened in this case.
JoinHands was the conduit to channel
the Assembly Mennonite tithe to Mara
Christian Church, near Charlotte,
North Carolina.
“We feel it’s the right thing to do, for
more established congregations to help
the newer ones,” said Steve Thomas,
U.S. Coordinator for Mennonite
Men. He describes the essence of the
program as “congregations thinking
beyond themselves.”

facilities programs as it launched its
own. “I knew they think carefully
about their resources and the needs of
other churches.”
As Lora Nafziger said, “It’s part of
the DNA of the congregation” to
tithe when starting an improvement
project. Nafziger is Pastor of Christian
Formation at Assembly Mennonite.
Mara Christian Church, a growing
congregation composed mostly of
people who moved to the U.S. from
Myanmar (formerly Burma), now owns
the church building it had rented. The
JoinHands grant the church received
made that transformation possible.
Members of the North Carolina
congregation are “thinking about their
lives as people of God. The spiritual
vitality there is good for others to see,”
Thomas said.
Thomas added that Mara Christian
Church members invested a good deal
of “sweat equity” in renovating the
church building it purchased.

The global reach of JoinHands
The new sanctuary at Assembly
Mennonite Church in Goshen,
Indiana, (and Pastor Anna Yoder
Schlabach) are featured in the photo
on page 14. The picture on this page
shows a portion of the stained-glass
art in the church building.

Photography by John Tirotta

JoinHands has delivered grants to
churches throughout the world and all
over the United States and Canada.
Thomas figured Assembly Mennonite
would want to help other building/

Those who receive JoinHands grants
“often are people without a history of
power and privilege,” Thomas said.
“Often, they’re people coming from a
situation of real need.”
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Mara Christian Church congregation near

Charlotte, North Carolina, purchased the
church building it had been renting. This
picture comes from an Everence video.

as general contractor. Miller, an
Assembly Mennonite member, also
oversaw previous expansion projects
there, including a big one in 1994.
Nafziger said more than 75 church
people were involved in various facets
of the project. And member Susan
Nelson volunteered to serve as project
manager.

JoinHands is patterned after 2
Corinthians 8, in which Paul wrote
about abundance and reciprocity,
Thomas said. “That’s our key text.”
He added, “It’s an Anabaptist
perspective – not just a Mennonite
perspective.”
One church helping another “is an
issue of stewardship, so it linked
naturally to Everence,” Thomas said.
Everence® church loans have helped
several established churches (including
Assembly Mennonite) that shared
some of the money associated
with major projects to aid younger
churches.

Bursting at the seams
Why did Assembly Mennonite need
to expand? Sunday morning attendance has grown by about 20% in the
last 10 years, and the once-adequate
facilities weren’t so adequate.
Attendance now averages about 230,
and has climbed above 300 several
times.

Nafziger said church members
were talking about the need for
an expansion when she arrived at
Assembly Mennonite in 2013.
The room used for worship also
was the only room large enough for
after-worship activities, so chairs were
shifted around and tables set up, if
needed.
In other words, the sanctuary and
fellowship hall were one and the same.
An overflow seating area was filled
to the most distant corners for most
services.
That room now is more of a true
fellowship hall, as the more than
5,000-square-foot addition includes
the new worship space, which features
a similar, barn-like beam structure as
the older room.
Diamond shapes are scattered
throughout the building in the
tile, stone and steel as a physical
embodiment of a familiar quilting
pattern, Nafziger said.
Church members did much of the
work themselves, with Dana Miller
of Dana Miller Building Solutions

The congregation moved into its new
spaces in May 2019, and officially
dedicated the expansion the following
September.

How did Assembly begin?
Assembly Mennonite formed in 1974
when several house churches and
small groups decided to assemble for
worship on Sundays.
Participants started talking about
buying a property for congregational
use about two years later.
In 1978, an empty factory building on
South 11th Street was purchased, and
members did much of the renovation
work to create a space for worship,
day care for children and a rental
apartment.
The first part-time staff person
was hired in the 1980s and more
property was purchased next to the
meetinghouse.
A major building expansion took
place in 1994 – a new worship space
and three classrooms to be shared
with Walnut Hill Day Care and Faith
Mennonite Church.
The Walnut Hill operation – now
called Walnut Hill Early Childhood

Center – moved to its own building in
early 2018.
Faith Mennonite Church still shares
the Assembly building, worshipping
on Sunday evenings.
The Assembly mission statement is:
Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to
be a dynamic Christian community
by together meeting God, who draws
us beyond ourselves into nurturing,
sharing and living the good news of
God’s love as known in Jesus Christ.

decision that, at least so far, it does
not want full-time pastors and the
different kind of authority or reliance
on professional leadership which
comes with that,” said Shelly.

Where to learn more

Anna Yoder Schlabach, Pastor of
Worship and Pastoral Care, joined
the pastoral team in November
2018 and Scott Coulter, Pastor of
Congregational Life and Hospitality,
joined the pastoral team in October
2019.

give and serve as followers of Jesus.

Assembly Mennonite is a bit unusual
in that the church has four pastors –
all of whom are part time.

Written materials for visitors note
that, “Assembly is actually the
assembly of small groups, and Sunday
morning corporate worship is only
part of our life together.”

“We have monthly congregational
meetings,” Nafziger said. “We do
everything by consensus.”

Jim Miller is a writer and editor at
Everence and managing editor of
Everyday Stewardship.

A participatory congregation

Karl Shelly, Pastor of Community
Building and Mission, said Assembly
is intentional about having part-time
pastors.
“This decision is rooted in its desire
to be a ‘participatory congregation’
where many aspects of congregational
life are carried out by the
congregation,” Shelly said.
“For example,” he said, “for every
10 sermons delivered at Assembly,
pastors might deliver two of them.”
And many aspects of what some might
term “pastoral care” are done by
Assembly small groups.
As a less “pastor-centric” church than
many, “the congregation has made the

An entrance to the newer portion of
the Assembly Mennonite Church
building is seen behind Pastors
Karl Shelly and Scott Coulter.

Mennonite Men is the men’s
organization for Mennonite Church
Canada and Mennonite Church USA.
Its mission is engaging men to grow,

Its JoinHands program has given
more than $2 million to help new
congregations acquire their first church
building.
More information is available at
mennonitemen.org.
If you’re interested in Everence church
loans, find out what you need to know
at everence.com/church-loans.

Making a difference

Supporting students’ dreams
Congratulations to Everence® College Scholarship recipients who are using
their awards as they continue their studies in 2019-2020! It’s a way we help
our young members pursue their dreams through education.

Jenae Stutzman

Gabriella Ferra

Kaitlyn Reese

Emma Beachy

Savannah Bontrager

Benjamin Bontrager-Singer

Centennial, Colo.
$3,000

Cape Coral, Fla.
$2,000

New Paris, Ind.
$2,000

Kalona, Iowa.
$1,000

Milford, Neb.
$1,000

Goshen, Ind.
$1,000

Olivia Brubacher

Erin Brubaker

Micah Buckwalter

Emma Burkhart

Justin Burkholder

Evan Delp

Hesston, Kan.
$1,000

Goessel, Kan.
$1,000

Fulks Run, Va.
$1,000

Manheim, Pa.
$1,000

Dublin, Pa.
$1,000

Telford, Pa.
$1,000

Caleb Eby

Kelsey Eichenauer

Abby Flickner

Stephanie Good

Natalie Graber

Lydia Haggard

Lititz, Pa.
$1,000

North Manchester, Ind.
$1,000

Kingman, Kan.
$1,000

Mount Joy, Pa.
$1,000

Wellman, Iowa
$1,000

Norristown, Pa.
$1,000

Anjali Herrboldt Roos

Lydia Holsopple

Yonas Ketsela

Bryce Kready

Jace Longenecker

Elizabeth Martin

Altadena, Calif.
$1,000

Millersburg, Ind.
$1,000

Alexandria, Va.
$1,000

Manheim, Pa.
$1,000

South Bend, Ind.
$1,000

Ephrata, Pa.
$1,000

Keller Martin

Konrad Martin

Madeline Mast

Madison Mathew

Katherine McKee Sebes Ruby Meyer

Akron, Pa.
$1,000

Leola, Pa.
$1,000

Lancaster, Pa.
$1,000

Lancaster, Pa.
$1,000

North Newton, Kan.
$1,000

Huntertown, Ind.
$1,000

Melissa Ngatta

Autumn Peterson

Anna Ressler

Brock Roher

Adelyn Roush

Rachel Shields

Clarkston, Ga.
$1,000

Sidney, Ohio
$1,000

Apple Creek, Ohio
$1,000

Cochranville, Pa.
$1,000

Nashville, Ind.
$1,000

Hebron, Ind.
$1,000

Emily Stinson

Alexis Stoner

Annie Vogt

Daniel Wogari

Ermias Wogari

Emma Zuercher

Salem, Ore.
$1,000

Elizabethtown, Pa.
$1,000

Akron, Pa.
$1,000

Lancaster, Pa.
$1,000

Lancaster, Pa.
$1,000

Apple Creek, Ohio
$1,000

Make Medicare an easy step
Everence can give you a hand

r

Gain a measure of confidence and clarity about moving to Medicare with
guidance from Everence. From workshops to personal assistance, see how you
can simplify. And spend more time on what matters to you.
Visit everence.com/easy-step to learn more or call 800-348-7468.

Banking

|

Investing

|

Retirement

|

Financial Planning

|

Insurance

|

Charitable Giving

Securities offered through ProEquities Inc., member FINRA and SIPC. Everence entities are independent from ProEquities
Inc. Everence offers credit union services that are federally insured by NCUA. We also offer securities and other products
that are not federally insured and are subject to loss of principal. All products are not available in all states.
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Lives we share

Stewardship University 2020
This year’s Stewardship University, presented
by Everence® Financial, gave people a
chance to concentrate on topics of interest
more deeply.
The annual event on March 7 at Calvary
Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, featured 36
workshops.
This year’s event offered various tracks
around a particular theme – such as Money
and Millennials – and participants could
choose three workshops connected to that
theme.
A Spanish-language track was offered
for the first time. Workshops in Spanish

pertained to wise management of God’s gift
of time, Anabaptist theology and practices,
and factors that influence mental health.
Gerald W. Kaufman, MSW, and Marlene
Kaufman, MSW, officially launched their
new book, 55 and counting: a guide for
pre-retirement at Stewardship University and
offered a related workshop.
“We’re in this journey together,” Gerald
said recently. That theme permeated
the workshops and conversations about
stewardship.
Everence® has presented Stewardship
University since 2002.
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