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Everence history comes
alive in new book
Everence® helps individuals, organizations
and congregations integrate finances with
faith through a national team of advisors
and representatives. Everence offers
banking, insurance and financial services
with community benefits and stewardship
education.
Everence is a ministry of Mennonite Church
USA and other churches.
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Coinciding with the Everence® 75th anniversary, Herald Press released a new book
about the organization’s storied history. The book release marked the start of a yearlong observance of how the Everence community has put faith into action for three
quarters of a century.
Written by historian John D. Roth, Ph.D., Where the People Go tells the story of
Anabaptist-Mennonite efforts to enable and empower communal forms of mutual
aid, stewardship and generosity.
Formed in 1945 as Mennonite Mutual Aid, the organization embraced the principle
of sharing within a growing Mennonite denomination.
MMA/Everence grew quickly and widened its attention to stewardship and
generosity, symbolized by a growing emphasis on socially responsible investments,
holistic health and comprehensive financial services.
Roth researched and gathered information for the book from Everence archives and
interviews. The author and editor of several books, Roth also serves as Professor of
History at Goshen College, director of the Mennonite Historical Library, and editor of
The Mennonite Quarterly Review.
Available in paperback and e-book formats, Where the People Go may be purchased
from Herald Press and other booksellers.

WHAT’S NEW

Making Medicare an easy step
Everence® wants to help make enrolling in Medicare an easy step.
We offer education-only webinars to help you learn about when it’s
best to move from an employer health insurance plan to Medicare,
your enrollment options, and penalties for late enrollment.
You can enroll in Medicare up to 3 months before you turn 65, but
you can wait to enroll if you plan to continue working and remain
covered by your employer’s group insurance plan.
More than 750 people attended our Medicare webinars and
workshops last year, and more webinars are taking place in 2020.
Find out more at everence.com/easy-step.

“

READERS RESPOND How do you (or did you, if your kids are grown) teach your
children about being good stewards of money?
“Our sons were given a weekly allowance and they picked potatoes for
my brothers and earned money, but they needed to let me keep half
of what they earned in a savings account for their higher education.
They were also expected to give a tithe of total allowance and earnings
in church offerings. As a pastor, they also saw me counseling younger
couples in the church that they must learn to live on 75% of whatever
income they have, while giving and tithing to the Lord and saving 15%
of all income.”
– A Pennsylvania writer who preferred to remain anonymous

“(Our children) have had savings accounts since they were small. They filled
U.S. Savings Bond books with stamps to buy Savings Bonds. They all worked
since their teens and were able to pay for some college. All three children
paid their student loans back in a timely manner. As adults, they were taught
to always live within their means, and to never incur credit card debt.
“These three are now ages 59, 57 and 50 in the year 2020 and we are
happy to say that they are looking now at early retirement possibilities
because of their being good stewards of their money.”
– Kathi and Glen Wood, Missoula, Montana

?

Our young friend Emmaline enjoys
looking through Everyday Stewardship.
We received this photo from her mom,
who said the 1-year-old may be showing
an early interest in financial issues.

A QUESTION FOR OUR READERS:
Christmas is coming, and this holiday season will find many of us longing for the “good old
days” before the coronavirus pandemic. Our question for readers is: Thinking back on the
Christmas gifts you’ve received, which one gave you what you would consider lasting joy?
We might share your ideas in our upcoming issue of Everyday Stewardship. Please send your response to jim.
miller@everence.com or to Jim Miller, Everence Financial, 1110 N. Main St., Goshen, IN 46527.
And thank you for your time!
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FAITH, FINANCES
AND FITNESS

May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in faith so that you overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
– ROMANS 15:13, CEB
THE PHARMACIST WILL

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND

SEE YOU NOW

HOUSEHOLD SIZES

When you wrap up your next visit
with your doctor, going to the
pharmacy could mean taking a few
steps under the same roof.

A new Pew Research Center analysis of
data from 130 countries and territories
reveals that the size and composition
of households often vary by religious
affiliation.

Walgreens plans to open doctor’s
offices in hundreds of its stores after
a trial with in-store clinics in the
Houston area. A deal with VillageMD
will lead to clinics staffed by more
than 3,600 primary care providers.

FORGETTING IS BAD FOR
BUSINESS
Forgetfulness can be costly for
businesspeople, says Jim Kwik,
author of a book about learning and
maximizing your brainpower.
When you forget conversations or
people’s names, it can negatively affect
your livelihood. “’I forgot’ are two of
the most costly words in our lives and
in our businesses,” Kwik said.

Worldwide, Muslims live in the biggest
households, with the average Muslim
individual residing in a home of 6.4
people, followed by Hindus at 5.7.
Christians fall in the middle (4.5),
forming relatively large families in
Africa and smaller ones in Europe.
Buddhists (3.9), Jews (3.7) and the
religiously unaffiliated (3.7) – also
known as “nones” – live in smaller
households, on average.
Among the 130 countries with
data available, the household size
experienced by the average person
ranges from 2.7 people (in Germany)
to 13.8 people (in Gambia).

About 60% of Americans live
with at least one chronic condition
that requires daily medications,
Walgreens noted in a report on
businesswire.com.

MUSLIM: 6.4

“In the U.S., we spend $4 trillion per
year on health care – over 85% of
that is tied to patients with chronic
diseases,” said Tim Barry, chairman
and CEO of VillageMD.

BUDDHISTS: 3.9

HINDU: 5.7
CHRISTIAN: 4.5
JEWS: 3.7
UNAFFILIATED: 3.7

Focus more on actively paying
attention, Kwik told inc.com, rather
than thinking about your response
when someone is talking. And keep
your motivation for remembering in
mind – if someone might be a good
business connection, you’re more likely
to remember that person’s name.
Simple techniques such as taking
5-minute breaks, exercising and
drinking plenty of water also
can improve how well you retain
information, he said.

LIGHTNING IS IN THE AIR
Did you know that about 1,800 thunderstorms are in progress
on Earth at any given time?
That bit of news from the Insurance
Information Institute might convince you
that lightning should be taken seriously.
And don’t believe the old saying that
lightning never strikes twice in the same
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place. Researchers studying the Empire State Building in New
York City found that lightning strikes it nearly 25 times per year.
Lightning often hits tall, pointed objects, but it can strike
anywhere – including the ground.
Inside a building is the safest place when lightning is near, but
away from electrical appliances, wires, plumbing, or metal
doors or window frames.

MANAGING MONEY

Medicare Advantage plans
vs. Medicare Supplement plans
Knowledge can help you make the
right choice

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

By Elaine Martin

Are you willing to take some

Everence® members sometimes ask
us about Medicare Advantage plans.
What are they? How do they work?
Are they different than a Medicare
Supplement plan?
Let’s outline differences between
Medicare Advantage plans and
Medicare Supplement plans.
1. Network of doctors and hospitals:
Medicare Advantage plans have a
regional network of doctors and
hospitals. You can go to another
doctor, but the best pricing is within
the network.
Medicare Supplement plans have
a national network of doctors and
hospitals. It’s easier to travel or to have
a specialist in another area.
2. Premium costs: Medicare
Advantage plans usually are inexpensive
because they offer less coverage than a
Medicare Supplement plan. Whatever
you choose, you should continue
paying your Medicare Part B premium.

3. Coverage: A Medicare Advantage
plan takes the place of Medicare Parts
A and B. Sometimes, an Advantage
plan will add coverage – like vision or
dental – but they aren’t allowed to add
a Medicare Supplement plan.
A Medicare Supplement plan is in
addition to the coverage offered by
Medicare Parts A and B.
4. Stability: Medicare Advantage plans
often change their benefits/networks/
premiums in January, so it’s important
to read all documents sent near the
end of the year.
Medicare Supplement plans are
regulated, and the basic structure
doesn’t change. Plans cannot be
canceled as long as premiums are paid.
5. Claims: With a Medicare Advantage
plan, claims decisions are made by the
insurance company you have chosen.
With a Medicare Supplement plan,
claims flow through the Medicare
system first and then go to the
Supplement insurance company.

of the risk of medical expenses
yourself (Medicare Advantage)?
Or are you more comfortable
transferring that risk to an
insurance company (Medicare
Supplement)? Everence can
help you chart your course.

Elaine Martin, ChFC®,
CASL®, is a Financial

Consultant for Everence in
the Michiana region, Goshen,
Indiana.

Securities offered through ProEquities
Inc., a registered broker-dealer, member FINRA and SIPC. Investments
and other products are not NCUA
or otherwise federally insured, may
involve loss of principal and have no
credit union guarantee.
Products and services offered through
Everence Trust Company and other
Everence entities are independent of
and are not guaranteed or endorsed by
ProEquities Inc. or its affiliates.
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Emergency savings more
important than ever
Prepare yourself for the unexpected
By Evelin Gonzalez

The COVID-19 pandemic is testing the
strength of our financial plans.
Right now, it’s not hard to imagine
possible threats to our personal
finances – losing our income, a family
member getting ill. These thoughts
have kept many of us awake at night.
The idea of something expensive
and beyond your control happening
becomes less threatening if you are
properly prepared.
Having sufficient insurance coverage is
important but is not enough. We also
need to have emergency savings.
As a rule, I recommend saving three to
six months’ worth of income.
It may be overwhelming to think about
saving that much, but focus on an
attainable amount, such as $1,000, and
start saving a portion of your income
toward that goal.

AVAIL ABLE

Many people think they don’t need
to save that much because they
know their current lifestyle includes
a significant amount of unnecessary
consumption.
Their hope is that in a crisis, they can
adopt a simple lifestyle and spend less.
This is easier said than done, and often
gets us into unwanted debt.
Emergency savings will allow you
to enjoy peace of mind, knowing
that you’ll be able to pay for those
unforeseen but inevitable expenses.
A simple lifestyle can help us gain
control of our finances and puts us in a
better position to save for emergencies.
And having a healthy emergency
savings fund can give us the freedom
to live more simply, focusing our energy
on family and home while knowing we
have an emergency backup.
Start your emergency savings today!
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HELP IS READILY

Call Everence today at 800348-7468 to set up a time to
talk with one of our financial
professionals about emergency
funds and other pertinent
issues.

Evelin Gonzalez

is a Financial Consultant
in the Everence office in
Harrisonburg, Virginia.

Securities offered through ProEquities
Inc., a registered broker-dealer, member FINRA and SIPC. Investments
and other products are not NCUA
or otherwise federally insured, may
involve loss of principal and have no
credit union guarantee.
Products and services offered through
Everence Trust Company and other
Everence entities are independent of
and are not guaranteed or endorsed by
ProEquities Inc. or its affiliates.

MANAGING MONEY

Consumer debt in the
current economy
Recession, pandemic create unusual
environment

LET US GIVE YOU A HAND

By Steve Schwendy

Everence can review your

In normal times, the advice people
hear about their consumer debt usually
follows a familiar pattern. Focus on
your highest-interest debt first, or pay
off your smallest balance first.
But we’re in an economic recession
in the middle of a pandemic. And in
the current environment, different
approaches to consumer debt may be
appropriate.
Here are some issues to think about:
• Setting low interest rates has been
a key component of the Federal
Reserve’s response to the coronavirus
crisis. Reviewing rates on outstanding
debt and refinancing / consolidating
household debt to take advantage of
these rates may be sensible in order
to lower total interest expense.
• In considering a refinance, be sure
to understand all costs involved. If
transaction costs – such as closing
costs on a real estate loan – will

offset the savings from a lower
interest rate, it may be better to
maintain the original loan.
• Carefully consider any changes to
the term of a loan. A lower interest
rate over a longer term may not save
you money in total interest expense.
• Millions of jobs have disappeared this
year, and many of them won’t come
back. If a household’s emergency
fund won’t provide for 6-9 months
of living expenses in the event of
job loss, it may be better to reduce
excess debt repayments to build an
emergency fund more quickly.
• Paying down debt as quickly as
possible usually is a good approach.
But debt management should not
be viewed in a vacuum during a
time when the likelihood of income
declines or job loss has increased
significantly for much of the
population.

situation and develop a
customized plan. Visit
everence.com/financialplanning to get started.

Steve Schwendy, CFP®,
is a Financial Planner in the
Everence office in Souderton,
Pennsylvania.

Advisory services offered through
Investment Advisors, a division of
ProEquities Inc., Registered Investment Advisors. Securities offered
through ProEquities, Inc., a registered
broker-dealer, member FINRA and
SIPC. Products and services offered
through Everence Trust Company and
other Everence entities are independent
of and are not guaranteed or endorsed
by ProEquities Inc., or its affiliates. Investments and other products are not
NCUA or otherwise federally insured,
may involve loss of principal and have
no credit union guarantee.
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DRIVEN BY PE ACE
AND JUSTICE
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YOUR STORIES

Don Schierling’s roles
include volunteer, teacher,
nonprofit founder,
community development
lender, caregiver
By Jim Miller

What good is it, dear
brothers and sisters,
if you say you have
faith but don’t show it
by your actions? Can
that kind of faith save
anyone? Suppose you
see a brother or sister
who has no food or

A passage in the book of James tells us it’s important for
people of faith to show their faith by the way they live,
the things they do.
People who know Don Schierling of Denver, Colorado,
probably would tell you that biblical passage sounds
like him.
Everence® recently presented Don with the 2020 National
Journey Award, which recognizes people who model
Christian stewardship – whose faith shines through in
how they use their God-given gifts.
“Don’s life has been dedicated to social and economic
justice, advocating for peace and modeling humility.”
That’s one of the things people from his church –
Glennon Heights Mennonite Church – said about Don
when they nominated him for a Journey Award.

clothing, and you say,
“Goodbye and have a
good day; stay warm
and eat well” – but
then you don’t give
that person any food
or clothing. What
good does that do?
– JAMES 2:14-16 (NLT)

They added that Don shares his faith through his actions
and life stories, which “are always filled with passion for
others and emphasizing the good in people.”

Photography: Holly Freeman Photography
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EXPLORING WHAT PEOPLE
THINK
Don possesses a healthy intellectual
curiosity. “He loves to ask people
questions, to know what they’re
thinking and why,” said Dawn
Schierling-Harder, one of Don’s
daughters.
“Don really loves finding ways
to add value and encouragement
to life, to people and the world
around him,” said Pastor Ryan Koch of
Glennon Heights Mennonite Church.
Don doesn’t take things at face
value, the pastor said – he believes in
researching and investigating.
He’s also known for being kind and
smart. “He is one of the most caring
people, and ridiculously brilliant and
smart,” Dawn said. “My kids are
always saying he’s the smartest person
they know.”
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Don and Brent Miller of Everence have
grown close over the years. Brent counted
Don and Don’s wife, Elvira, among his
clients shortly after joining Everence (then
Mennonite Mutual Aid) in 2002.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
Don was born in Nebraska in 1934, and
his family was similar to many during
the era that followed the stock market
crash of 1929.

Most phone conversations with
members last 15 minutes or so,
but with Don, “we talk for an hour
sometimes,” said Brent, who now
serves as Managing Director for
the Michiana region. “It’s always
interesting – I’ve always found Don
fascinating.”

“We had nothing,” he said.

Brent feels he can counsel people
better if he understands their thought
processes. With Don, “he was born in
poverty during the Great Depression,
and that influenced how he looked at
things as an adult.”
Brent said, “He’s ministered to
me with his perspective, how he
incorporates his faith.”

YOUR STORIES
Left: Don Schierling explains a
photograph from a few years
ago to grandsons Darren and
Travis Harder.

On top of an economy running on
empty, a terrible drought struck the
Great Plains in 1934 and ushered
in the Dust Bowl era in which
windstorms stripped the topsoil from
millions of acres.
When Don was in first grade, his
parents packed up the family in their
Chevy and left Henderson, Nebraska,
where there were no jobs. They
headed to California, as did thousands
of others from the Great Plains as
described in John Steinbeck’s The
Grapes of Wrath.
Don’s father got a job in a shipyard in
Long Beach. The family remained in
the Los Angeles area for several years
before returning to Nebraska when
Don was in middle school.

Growing up in the midst of the
Great Depression, Don witnessed
the hard times that led to such
unprecedented government
programs as bank deposit
insurance, Social Security
for retirement income, and
unemployment compensation.
DON JOINS THE PA X EFFORT
Then came World War II, and much
of Europe was devastated. While
a student at Bethel College in
Kansas, Don learned about Pax,
a program Mennonite Central
Committee launched in 1951. Pax
provided service opportunities around
the world, including post-World War II
reconstruction projects.

Don signed up, serving two years in
Germany and Greece. He built housing
in Germany and helped people
in Greece learn effective farming
techniques. “MCC bought us a tractor
so we could loosen the soil,” Don
recalled.
“I saw people who were poorer than
we were – how differently people
lived,” Don said.
Germany had invaded Greece in 1941,
destroying about a thousand Greek
villages. Thousands died of starvation
or were killed by German forces
determined to crush Greek resistance.
For many years, Don carried a picture
of a malnourished boy he’d met
in Greece. The child died, and the

Don Schierling is with grandsons Travis (left photo) and Darren Harder,
his wife, Elvira (center) and daughters Dawn (left) and Sonja in the
photo on the right. (Center photo provided by the family)
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Congratulations
to our regional
award recipients
The National Journey Award
includes a $5,000 Everence grant
for the recipient to donate to the
charity of his or her choice.
Don Schierling chose Brothers
Redevelopment Inc. in Denver,
Colorado, as the nonprofit
to receive this year’s $5,000
contribution.
Everence also recognizes our
Regional Journey Award honorees;
$500 donations were made to
the charities they chose. Regional
recipients were:
• Mamo and Mary Ellen Dula,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
• Chris and Mary Beth Heatwole
Moore, Harrisonburg, Virginia.
• Lee Turnbull, Tiffin, Iowa.
• Kevin Wilder, Hesston, Kansas.
• Kermit and Mary Weaver,
Middlebury, Indiana.
• Melissa Adams, Raceland,
Louisiana.
• James and Rachel Witmer,
Alliance, Ohio.
• David Yoder, Harleysville,
Pennsylvania.
For more information about
Journey Awards and/or a
nomination form, please visit
everence.com/journey-award.
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photograph reminded Don of how
we’re all responsible for people
everywhere.

candidate for president. “We saw him
often,” Don said. “He came and spoke
to the seminarians too.”

Don’s experiences with Pax stuck
with him. He said, “Each experience
you have affects you in some way –
emotionally, spiritually.”

Don and Elvira spent several weekends
listening to Jackson speak. Dawn
thinks spending time with the future
founder of Operation PUSH (People
United to Serve Humanity) helped
solidify her father’s already developed
convictions about peace, justice
and equality.

BACK IN THE USA
After coming back from Europe,
Don lived and worked as a teacher
in southwest Kansas. There, he met
and fell in love with Elvira Mae Ediger,
another teacher, and the couple
married in June 1960.
They moved to Elkhart, Indiana, where
Don attended seminary and Elvira
taught home economics. But before
he completed seminary training, Don
was asked to head a voluntary service
unit in Oklahoma City. He worked
with a Catholic priest to help people
in low-income neighborhoods loosen
restrictions on where they were
allowed to live.
Don and Elvira’s first daughter, Dawn,
was born in 1966 while the couple
was in Oklahoma City. Not long
after that, the Schierlings moved to
Chicago, where Don completed his
seminary education at the University
of Chicago Theological Seminary and
their second daughter, Sonja, was
born in 1968.
The family had a notable neighbor
in Chicago – the Rev. Jesse Jackson,
civil rights leader and later, a two-time

GET TING THINGS DONE IN
DENVER
Don and Elvira moved their family
to Denver, Colorado, in 1969,
where Don worked with Mennonite
Urban Ministries to help Mennonite
congregations connect with residents
of Denver’s west side.
While working with MUM, he
started Brothers Redevelopment
Inc., a nonprofit partnership,
with two community activists and
a member of a local Lutheran
congregation.
Brothers provides housing-related
services such as property management,
modifications/repairs and homebuying counseling. The mission is to
help older adults, residents with low
incomes, and residents with disabilities
find affordable, safe and accessible
homes.
Don said, “We started getting things
done.”

Right: Brent Miller, a Managing Director for Everence, talks
about Don Schierling during a reception outside Glennon
Heights Mennonite Church, Lakewood, Colorado, at which
Don received the Everence National Journey Award. Don and
daughter Dawn Schierling-Harder listen to Brent’s remarks.

“

Don really loves finding ways to add value and
encouragement to life, to people and the
world around him.
PASTOR RYAN KOCH,

Dawn describes Brothers
Redevelopment as her father’s
heart and soul. Even after he moved
on to work elsewhere, Don remained
on Brothers’ board of directors for
nearly 50 years.
Don also worked for a bank, helping
to revitalize neighborhoods through
strategic lending; and for a nonprofit
that encourages self-sufficiency in
Africa, Asia and Central America
through agriculture, water, sanitation
and financial programs.
On top of all that, Don started
teaching in the evenings at Regis
University Business School in Denver
in the early 1980s – and continued
to do so until about 2013. “I taught
business classes for working adults,”
he said, as well as courses in ethics
and religion.

GLENNON HEIGHTS MENNONITE CHURCH

C ALLED TO BE A C AREGIVER
After he retired from full-time work,
Don and Elvira enjoyed traveling and
spending time with family. In 2010,
Elvira was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
disease, and Don became her primary
caregiver.
AARP recognized Don and sent him
to Washington, D.C., to speak up
about the need for more support
for family caregivers.
Don was on hand as the Assisting
Caregivers Today caucus was
launched. The bipartisan group of
lawmakers from the House and
Senate has helped secure more

federal money for programs that aid
family caregivers.
Elvira died in August 2020. She and
Don were married for 60 years.
Don is one of those people who makes
an impression.
“He’s a very memorable character,”
Dawn says. “He just has that
presence. When you meet him, you
don’t forget him.”
Jim Miller is a writer and editor at
Everence and managing editor of
Everyday Stewardship.

MCC AND E VERENCE:
A SHARED HISTORY
Working together to ser ve the church and other s
By Kristin Troyer

This fall, Mennonite Central
Committee will commemorate 100
years of relief, development and
peace in the name of Christ. As
Everence® celebrates 75 years this
year, we recognize and celebrate
our partnership and shared history
with MCC.
“As you know, it’s a unique time to
celebrate an anniversary,” said Ron
Byler, Executive Director of MCC
U.S., during the online Everence 75th
anniversary Sunday, July 19. “Perhaps
the extreme challenges of the moment

underscore how important it is for
both of our organizations to continue
to follow God’s call.”
Even in a historic and unprecedented
year, the shared work of Everence and
MCC can be celebrated.
One notable connection of the
organizations is their mutual key
founder – Orie O. Miller.
Throughout his life, Miller served
in leadership roles across various
Mennonite-associated organizations,
bringing “a deep personal faith,

Our organizations remain attuned to the faith
expressions of the church and our desire to follow
Jesus. Together, we educate on topics like creation
care and dismantling racism, a vital need at this time
of unprecedented social unrest.
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”

a profound understanding of the
nuances of Mennonite culture,. . .
and a confident working style, quite
comfortable with managerial authority
and assertive decision-making,” writes
John D. Roth in Where the People Go:
Community, Generosity, and the Story
of Everence.
Miller served as one of the first MCC
representatives during a trip to Russia
after World War I to deliver food and
clothing in 1920. Twenty-five years
later, he was elected to serve as the
first president for what was then
known as Mennonite Mutual Aid,
created to support the financial needs
of conscientious objectors after World
War II.
From the beginning, the desire for both
organizations was to help others –
first with those with Anabaptist roots
and then with others beyond their

Joint timeline

immediate focus. MCC and Everence
have worked together to do this several
times throughout their histories.
In the early days, this included loans
for those returning from Civilian
Public Service after World War II. Later,
Mennonite Foundation, now known
as Everence Foundation, created ways
for people to donate cash, houses,
farms, commodities and other gifts
to nonprofits including MCC. Most
recently, Everence and MCC addressed
issues of racial injustice by combining
efforts with Mennonite Disaster Service
to support racially and ethnically diverse
churches and their members affected
by the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Our organizations remain attuned to
the faith expressions of the church and
our desire to follow Jesus,” said Byler.
“Together, we educate on topics like
creation care and dismantling racism, a
vital need at this time of unprecedented
social unrest.”
MCC benefits from Everence being a
leader in socially responsible investing
and planned giving, and their shared
goals and morals create an appealing
community for like-minded individuals
and churches.
“There has been an ongoing
recognition and understanding
of shared theology and values,”

said Bill Hartman, Everence Vice
President of Organization Services.
“Besides business services and activity
that supports MCC’s mission and
programs, having shared initiatives
and opportunities to carry out our
missions together adds to the unique
relationship.”
Leonard Dow, Everence Stewardship
and Development Specialist and former
MCC staff member and board leader,
was the keynote speaker for MCC’s
livestreamed centennial celebration
on Oct. 17. Over the course of the
celebratory year, Dow has reflected on
MCC’s challenges MCC over the past
100 years – and the strengths God
developed in the organization as a
result.
“MCC at its best,” Dow said, “has a
prophetic imagination. We are patiently
persistent, and we have a willingness
to get into ‘necessary trouble’ as we
respond to basic human needs and
work for peace and justice.”
MCC and Everence have worked
together for peace, justice and relief
for decades, creating a shared history –
and they welcome a shared future,
as well.
Kristin Troyer is a writer and designer
at Everence.

1940-46 – SUPPORTING
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS
MCC ran the Civilian Public Service
(CPS), an alternative to military service
for conscientious objectors during World
War II. When they returned home, MMA
(former name of Everence) started a loan
program to help them get re-established.
1947 – RESETTLING REFUGEES IN
PARAGUAY
MCC helped resettle refugees leaving the
former Soviet Union and moving primarily
to Paraguay; MMA help coordinate the
funding campaign.
1952 – A NEW WAY TO DONATE
Everence developed a new charitable
organization, Mennonite Foundation
(today, Everence Foundation), to give
people new ways to donate cash, houses,
farms, commodities and other gifts to
MCC, churches and other nonprofits.
1955 – HELPING MUTUAL AID
GROUPS RESPOND TO CRISIS
MCC convened the first meeting of local
and regional Mennonite/Anabaptist mutual
aid societies. MMA/Everence joined this
effort as the first churchwide group. They
worked to help church members recover
after fires, storms and natural disasters.
1994 – UNIVERSAL HEALTH
COVERAGE
MCC and MMA/Everence supported U.S.
universal health coverage, with each
lobbying in Washington, D.C., for different
paths to get there.
2014 – LEARNING TOURS TO
ISRAEL-PALESTINE
MCC and Everence (along with Mennonite
Mission Network) co-sponsored and sent
participants on Mennonite Church USA
tours for pastors and church leaders.
2020 – SUPPORTED
CONGREGATIONAL RELIEF FUND
A joint partnership with MDS, MCC and
Everence to support churches and their
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members during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Support for students
We’d like to recognize our Everence® College Scholarship
recipients for the 2020-2021 academic year. Our
scholarships help our young members pursue their dreams
through education.

Gabriella Ferra

Savanna Yom

Sophie Miller

Cape Coral, Fla.
$3,000

Philadelphia, Pa.
$2,000

Goshen, Ind.
$2,000

Alyssa Breidigan

Megan Breidigan

Olivia Brubacher

Nathan Brubaker

Paton Buller

Meghanne Burns

Douglassville, Pa.
$1,000

Douglassville, Pa.
$1,000

Hesston, Ka.
$1,000

Mount Joy, Pa.
$1,000

Mountain Lake, Minn.
$1,000

Goshen, Ind.
$1,000

Ashley Cheung

Liban Chibssa

Emily Daniels

Caleb Eby

Kayley Eshleman

Natalie Graber

Washington, D.C.
$1,000

Lancaster, Pa.
$1,000

Wooster, Ohio
$1,000

Portland, Ore.
$1,000

Akron, Pa.
$1,000

Divide, Colo.
$1,000

Ryan Harmelink

Lydia Holsopple

Marissa Horning

Goshen, Ind.
$1,000

Millersburg, Ind.
$1,000

Delevan, Ill.
$1,000

Emily Ingram

Nathan Longenecker Ethan Lown

Wichita, Kan.
$1,000

Lancaster, Pa.
$1,000

Elizabethtown, Pa.
$1,000

Mercy Maina

Elizabeth Martin

Erick Martinez

Emily Mattocks

Lucas Mattocks

Ruby Meyer

Leola, Pa.
$1,000

Ephrata, Pa.
$1,000

Grand Prairie, Texas
$1,000

Guys Mills, Pa.
$1,000

Guys Mills, Pa.
$1,000

Huntertown, Ind.
$1,000

Michael Neufeld

Grace Paquin

Lara Quiring

Brock Rohrer

Bluffton, Ohio
$1,000

Lincoln, Nebr.
$1,000

Teodoro ReinboldThomas Goshen, Ind.

Megan Rogers

Fresno, Calif.
$1,000

$1,000

Gap, Pa.
$1,000

Cochranville, Pa.
$1,000

Landon Rychener

Allison Schloneger

Bethany Scholtz

Brownstown, Pa.
$1,000

Alliance, Ohio
$1,000

Baltimore, Md.
$1,000

Caleb Shenk

Alexis Stoner

Caleb Stout

Goshen, Ind.
$1,000

Elizabethtown, Pa.
$1,000

Manchester, Ind.
$1,000

Mira Yoder

Theodore Yoder

Collin Zehr

Harrisonburg, Va.
$1,000

Harrisonburg, Va.
$1,000

Lowville, N.Y.
$1,000

Katherine Szambecki Benjamin Troyer

Christian Yoder

Newton, Kan.
$1,000

Goshen, Ind.
$1,000
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Dalton, Ohio
$1,000

Make Medicare an easy step
Everence can give you a hand

Gain a measure of confidence and clarity about moving to Medicare with
guidance from Everence. From workshops to personal assistance, see how you
can simplify. And spend more time on what matters to you.
Visit Everence.com/easy-step to learn more or call (800) 348-7468.

Banking | Investing | Retirement | Financial Planning | Insurance | Charitable Giving
Securities offered through ProEquities Inc., member FINRA and SIPC. Everence entities are independent from ProEquities Inc.
Everence offers credit union services that are federally insured by NCUA. We also offer securities and other products that are not
federally insured and are subject to loss of principal. All products are not available in all states.
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LIVES WE SHARE

Routine
drive takes a
frightening
turn
It seemed like an ordinary trip to the
hardware store when George* climbed
into his car and started driving.
But a speeding, out-of-control car crashed
head-on into George’s car. Paramedics –
and then, hospital doctors and nurses –
applied their skills to get George ready
for surgery, said his wife, Jane*.
Many more procedures and tests
followed the first surgery to repair
broken bones and damaged organs.
Months later, George and Jane are
coping with day-to-day challenges,
although he is walking again and
working on strength and flexibility.

A neuromuscular disease that started
after the wreck is another complication.
When Jane sent a donation to the
Everence® Sharing Fund, she expressed
gratitude for how much the couple’s
Medicare supplement plan from
Everence has helped.
“Without the integrity of our Everence
Medicare supplemental insurance,
perhaps we would not be in the good
place we are in, or perhaps we would
be bankrupted by medical costs,”
Jane wrote.

ABOUT MED SUPP
Visit everence.com/medsupp
for information about
Medicare supplement plans.

*Not their real names
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