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WHAT’S NEW

Plan to attend Everence
Development Conference
Everence® helps individuals, organizations
and congregations integrate finances with
faith through a national team of advisors
and representatives. Everence offers
banking, insurance and financial services
with community benefits and stewardship
education.
Everence is a ministry of Mennonite Church
USA and other churches.
Everence
1110 N. Main St.
P.O. Box 483
Goshen, IN 46527
800-348-7468
574-533-9511
everence.com
Volume 56 / Number 1
Everyday Stewardship (ISSN 10434887)
is published three times a year for Everence
members.
Editor: Jim Miller
Designer: Katherine Ross
Email address and subscription changes to:
clientchange@everence.com
Comments and questions: 		
jim.miller@everence.com
Everence offers credit union services that are
federally insured by NCUA. Investments and
other products are not NCUA or otherwise
federally insured, may involve loss of principal
and have no credit union guarantee. All
products are not available in all states.
© 2021 Everence
Printed on FSC certified 50% recycled paper
(25% post consumer waste).

The 2021 Everence® Development Conference is coming Sept. 28-30 at the
Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
The event, offered every other year, is designed to help fundraising professionals,
senior staff and board members network and learn more about funding valuesbased missions.
For example, you can learn about charitable strategies, navigating complex donor
goals, and how to build and sustain donor relationships.
Speakers will include:
• Peter Greer, President and CEO of HOPE International
• Colin Saxton, North American Ministries Director and Advancement Officer of
Friends United Meeting
• Crystal Washington, Technology Strategist and Futurist
• Peter Drury, Chief Strategy Officer of Wellspring Family Services
• Leonard Dow, Vice President of Community and Church Development
Visit everence.com for registration details. You also may contact Everence
Conference Planner Lisa Doutlick at 800-348-7468 ext. 3202 or at
lisa.doutlick@everence.com.

WHAT’S NEW

MyNeighbor donations total
another $345,000+

Grant helps provide food for
kids and their families

Everence Financial® donated over $345,000 in January to 511
charitable organizations and congregations through our
MyNeighbor program.

A $3,500 Everence Financial® chapter grant is supporting
a program that gives local students food to take home on
weekends.

As the MyNeighbor program grows, so does the involvement and
impact of our nonprofits. For example, one nonprofit this year
received over $12,000 generated by 71 MyNeighbor cardholders.

Zion Mennonite Church of Souderton, Pennsvylania launched
the Bean Bag Food Program in 2016 to offer a steady supply of
food for students who rely on school lunches. The program has
grown to serve students at 10 schools.

Since its inception in April 2017, the MyNeighbor program has
generated nearly $1.3 million for congregations, schools and other
nonprofits.
With the MyNeighbor program, individuals and businesses generate reward dollars for their favorite nonprofits every time they use
their MyNeighbor credit card from Everence Federal Credit Union.
Each time a cardholder buys groceries, pays bills or makes other
purchases, Everence will donate 1.50% of the purchase total to
the charity of his or her choice. Then in January, Everence writes
and sends checks to the selected charities.

“

The Everence chapter grant program supports organizations that
help people with basic needs such as food, housing and health
care. The grants are made possible when members purchase
many Everence products.
Anyone interested in helping to provide meals for kids to
take home may contact Zion Mennonite Church, 149 Cherry
Lane, Souderton, PA 18964. Please make checks out to Zion
Mennonite Church with memo: BBFP.

READERS RESPOND Thinking back on the Christmas gifts you’ve received, which one
gave you what you would consider lasting joy?
“For Christmas last year, our oldest son, who is in his 50s, arranged for our 11 adult family members to talk on Zoom
and then play a game on a combination of cellphones and computers. We were scattered throughout the country, from
California to South Carolina to Pennsylvania. The arrangement brought our whole family closer together when the
COVID crisis was driving us apart.”
– James and Charlene Siewert, Honey Brook, Pennsylvania

?

A QUESTION FOR OUR READERS:
More people are getting COVID-19 vaccinations every day, and more pandemic-related restrictions
are being lifted. So here’s our question: What do you most look forward to doing that you haven’t
been able to do during the pandemic?
We might share your ideas in our upcoming issue of Everyday Stewardship. Please send your response to jim.miller@
everence.com or to Jim Miller, Everence Financial, 1110 N. Main St., Goshen, IN 46527. And thank you for your time!
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FAITH, FINANCES
AND FITNESS

“Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
– MATTHEW 11:28-30 (NIV)

DOGS ARE TAKING STRIDES

PICKUPS PICKING UP IN A

This country is going to the dogs,
you might say.

BIG WAY

The National Pet Owners Survey
for 2019-2020 shows that 63.4
million U.S. households own a dog,
followed by 42.7 million households
with a cat.

63.4 MILLION
U.S. households own a dog

$99 BILLION
spent on pets in 2020

Freshwater fish was next, being a
part of 11.5 million households.
Pet owners in the United States
spent an estimated $99 billion on
their animals in 2020, with the
largest share of that – $38.4 billion
– coming from pet food and treats.
We also spent $30.2 billion on
veterinary care and products.

FRUITS HELP FUEL YOUR
PROTEIN NEEDS
Fruit may not be the first thing that
comes to mind when you think
about sources of protein. But certain
fruits can be a sweet way to add an
extra dose of this nutrient to your
diet, notes webmd.com.

Did you buy a new vehicle in 2020?
Was it a pickup?
Pickup trucks took five spots
among the automotive industry’s
10 best-selling vehicles last year,
reported cnbc.com, in spite of their
increasingly hefty price tags.
Ford’s F-Series, which includes the
F-150, were America’s top-selling
vehicle for the 39th straight year and
the best-selling truck for the 44th
consecutive year.
GM’s Chevrolet Silverado moved
back into second place in 2020
after falling to third the year before
behind Fiat Chrysler’s Ram pickup.
The top 10 vehicles in 2020, in order,
were: Ford F-Series pickups, Chevy
Silverado pickup, Ram pickup, Toyota
RAV4, Honda CR-V, Toyota Camry,
Chevrolet Equinox, Honda Civic,
GMC Sierra pickup, and the Toyota
Tacoma pickup.

Some of the most protein-packed
fruits are guava, avocado, jackfruit,
kiwi and apricots, notes webmd.
com. Others with protein include
blackberries, raspberries, raisins
and bananas.
Guavas provide 4.2 grams of protein
in every cup. The tropical fruit is also
a good source of vitamin C and fiber.
You can slice it or bite into it like an
apple, because the seeds and skin
are edible.
Raisins are easy to enjoy – eat them
by themselves or with nuts, sprinkle
them on oatmeal or toss a few in
your salad.

The annual survey comes from the
American Pet Products Association.

ANOTHER PAINTING IS MORE THAN IT SEEMED
You’ve probably read about someone
discovering a valuable painting that
hung for years in plain sight.
It happened again recently in a church in
Ledbury, England, with a painting of the
Last Supper of Christ and the apostles.
St. Michael and All Angels Church called
in an art historian to restore a painting, but the historian
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was drawn to a different 12-by-5-foot canvas hanging 10
feet off the ground.
Many hours of study led to the discovery that the painting
was done by Tiziano Vecellio, known as Titian – a master
of the 16th century. “I could see it was a bit special, but I
didn’t know how special,” the scholar said, as reported by
smithsonianmag.com.
The painting is roughly 500 years old.

MANAGING MONEY

Getting the best
customer service
Medicare Supplement members may
need help for decades

WE’RE READY TO HELP

By Laura Berkey

Contact our Member Services
adding a power of attorney or those
sorts of issues.

When you buy many types of
insurance, you may rarely need
customer service. The opposite is often
true when you go on Medicare and
purchase a Medicare insurance plan
because most people have more – and
complex -- medical care as they age.

• I need to ask about a medical bill:
Member Services can answer your
questions about medical claims or
explanation of benefits statements.

Everence® has a dedicated department
of Member Services representatives
to help our Medicare Supplement
members. Here are pointers on how to
get the best services when you have a
question.

• How can I get the best deal? Talk
to your financial professional for
help in evaluating whether you could
use a better or more affordable
Medicare insurance plan or to ask
about changing to a different plan.

WHO TO CONTAC T FOR WHAT
• I think I need help, but I’m not
sure who to ask: Talk with Member
Services. They’ll help you decide who
you need to talk to and connect you
with that person.
• I have a question about my
policy/coverage: Member Services
will explain your benefits and
premiums, along with payment
options. They also will help you with
details such as address changes,

staff at 800-348-7468, ext. 2460,
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
EST or by emailing member.
services@everence.com.

Laura Berkey is Member

Services Manager for Everence.

• I’m not sure about something in
my Part D (prescription drugs)
plan: Contact the insurance carrier
providing your Part D coverage
for information about enrollment,
payment or claim issues.
• I forgot my user ID or password
on My Everence (member
account management portal):
Email webhelp@everence.com
for assistance from an Everence
Information Technology staff
member.
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MANAGING MONEY

Accomplish more by
doing less
Automation saves time and money

LET’S GET AUTOMATIC

By Hayden Goerzen
Talk to Everence about ways
People often ask, “What’s the best piece
of financial advice you can give me?”

into your retirement plan with each
paycheck.

That’s a loaded question, because
financial success isn’t magic and can’t
be boiled down to one thing.

But you may not know that you
should set up your investments to
automatically rebalance each quarter
to stay in alignment with your goals for
funding your retirement.

A quick Google search will yield
countless tips or “tricks” you might
use to get ahead, but piecing together
a coherent plan from these can
be difficult.
If you’re not in a place you’d like to
be financially and want to take better
control of your money, you need to
change your behavior.
And I’ve found that many of us have a
better chance of reaching our financial
goals if we automate the means to
get there.
You may already do this in some form
or another. You’re reading this financial
column, so you probably know you
should set up an automatic investment
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If your goal is to save for a down
payment for a house or a new car,
create a separate savings account and
automatically transfer an amount to it
each month until you hit the goal.
You also should set up automatic
payments on your credit cards so it’s
harder to accumulate credit card debt.
If there’s a way to automate the steps
you need to take to reach your goal,
you should do it. It’s harder to fail
when it’s automatic

you can set money aside for the
future in a way that doesn’t
require a lot of effort on your
part. Call us at 800-348-7468 to
set up a time to talk with one
of our financial professionals.

Hayden J. Goerzen,
CFP®, is a Financial

Consultant in the Everence
office in North Newton,
Kansas.

Advisory services offered through
Investment Advisors, a division of ProEquities Inc., Registered Investment
Advisors. Securities offered through
ProEquities Inc., a registered brokerdealer, member FINRA and SIPC. Investments and other products are not
NCUA or otherwise federally insured,
may involve loss of principal and have
no credit union guarantee.
Products and services offered through
Everence Trust Company and other
Everence entities are independent of
and are not guaranteed or endorsed by
ProEquities, Inc., or its affiliates.
Certified Financial Planner Board of
Standards, Inc. owns the CFP® marks
in the U.S.

MANAGING MONEY

Leaning on your
retirement plan
Using benefits early isn’t ideal, but ...

GET SOME GUIDANCE

By George Finney
An Everence financial
For many of us, 2020 was a year to
forget. On top of a tragic human toll,
the pandemic that will last well into
2021 cost millions of people their jobs.
If you lose your job, you have to look
for other resources to pay your living
expenses. An unlikely source could be
retirement savings. Let’s look at how
you might consider taking money from
an ERISA-qualified plan like a 401(k)
or a 403(b).
Taking money out of a retirement
account before your golden years has
adverse consequences. The Department
of Labor and IRS say you should
consider putting away 10% to 12% of
your income between the ages of 25
and 65 for retirement.
It’s important that people who’ve
reached the age of 59½ know that
the penalties for taking money early
from a retirement plan are waived.

Regular income taxes still apply, but not
distribution penalties.
As for younger people, some plans
allow for hardship distributions under
certain conditions, such as avoiding
eviction from your home. But hardship
distributions assume you’re still
employed.
If you’ve lost your job, money you take
from your plan may be subject to taxes
and penalties.

professional can help you see
your financial picture more
clearly. Call us at 800-348-7468
or visit us at everence.com.

George Finney, CRPS,

is Director of Retirement
Services for Everence,
working from the Mount Joy,
Pennsylvania, office.

Taking any money from a retirement
plan may affect your standard of
living in future years, but everyone
understands life has challenges.
If you’re considering taking a
distribution from a qualified retirement
plan, it might be wise to talk to a
financial professional. They can help
with all sorts of financial issues, see the
bigger picture and maybe help plan a
future course.
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YOUR STORIES

Keeping faith,
maintaining community –
six
feet
apart
CHURCH EXPERIENCES DURING COVID -19
By Kristin Troyer

In March 2020, everyday life transformed –
schools closed, nonessential businesses
shut down, stay-at-home orders were
announced. Church pews were emptied,
while the need for church family connection
heightened. The COVID-19 pandemic has
touched all aspects of life, and communities
of faith have been especially affected.
As congregations looked for solutions to what was thought would be
a temporary problem, many moved services online and tried to find a
suitable format.
Concepts like Zoom links, Facebook livestreams, YouTube uploads
and digital tithing became common. As COVID-19 infection rates
rose, employment numbers dropped, and the curve didn’t flatten.
Unfortunately, it didn’t take long for disparities to appear, including
some related to technology.
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Studies conducted by Duke University
found that large, digitally connected
churches continued to grow and thrive
during the pandemic, while churches
with a smaller digital presence
struggled – many of which were
more likely rural, older, lower-income
and Black. These same demographic
groups were also found to be less
likely to have internet access, be in
worse health and economic states due
to the pandemic and, in some cases,
Duke found them to have a cultural
resistance to technology.
Struggling to connect with members
quickly created another big issue:
money. Most churches already
operate on tight margins. According
to an April 2020 study published
in Christianity Today, majority of
congregations (60%) saw giving

12 SPR I N G 2 02 0

go down at the beginning of the
pandemic. The decline, again,
exhibited most prevalently in small
rural or low-income churches.
In July 2020, Lake Institute on
Faith and Giving surveyed 555
congregations from various religious
traditions in the U.S. and found that
congregational giving was down 4.4%
from March to June 2020 compared
with the same time period in 2019. In
June alone, the decline was 6%. Even
so, 30% of congregations raised funds
for other churches and nonprofits
needing support.
The pandemic also shifted messages
from the pulpit. Creativity, flexibility
and perseverance became essential,
and churchgoers looked to sermons
for inspiration.

In a survey conducted by the University
of Southern California, many pastors
cited higher video streaming rates
and views when they addressed
positive topics.
“I was used to preaching repentance
and deliverance my entire career,
but since Facebook Live, I’ve added
more grace and empathy to most
messages,” one bishop from Riverside,
California, shared.
Another pastor said, “the more I speak
about turning from one’s wicked
ways, the fewer the views, but the
more I speak on God’s blessings and
protection, the viewership increases.”
People are looking for hope and
security, and communities of faith are a
dependable resource when so much of
society feels in flux.

YOUR STORIES
Left: Many worship services moved online to for
the health and safety of their attenders. For some
congregations this created a financial issue, but others
saw increased giving through the pandemic.

ONE CHURCH’S EXPERIENCE –
HARRISBURG BRETHREN IN
CHRIST
The first weekend of March 2020,
one of the last “normal” weekends
for many in the United States, Hank
Johnson, lead pastor of Harrisburg
(Pennsylvania) Brethren in Christ
Church, was the keynote speaker at
Stewardship University. This annual
and highly anticipated Everence
event in Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
drew 460 participants. With worries
of the coronavirus just reaching the
United States, Stewardship University
participants greeted each other with
smiles, elbow bumps and perhaps
the internal question – what could a
pandemic mean for us?

For Harrisburg Brethren in Christ
Church, a diverse congregation with an
average attendance of around 400, it
meant changing the way they thought
about their values of community,
outreach and spiritual growth.
“We may be physically apart during
this season. Nevertheless, the Holy
Spirit unites us together as one in
Christ,” Hank wrote in an email to
the congregation in early June 2020.
“The love of God makes us family.
We have been called to be God’s
dynamic community here, as we share
God’s love in our homes and from our
screens, through our calls and video
chats, and by blessing others with
all that we have been blessed with –
locally and globally. Our call remains.

Our work remains. God’s love will keep
carrying us through.”
Early on, the church turned to YouTube
to post services. As the weather
improved, they transitioned to meeting
in person outdoors at a local park. By
fall, their services moved to the church
parking lot. An attempt at indoor,
in-person services was forced back
online when positive case numbers
started to spike during the holiday
season. Throughout the pandemic, live
Zoom services offered opportunities
for communion, group prayers and
connection with friends around
the world.
“We are very willing to try stuff out,”
Hank said. “If it works out, great. And
if it doesn’t, that’s okay too.”

Harrisburg Brethren in Christ tried out various formats for worship and
fellowship through the pandemic and finally felt comfortable to return
to in-person, socially-distanced services in the sanctuary in March 2021.
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The COVID-19
Congregational
Relief Fund
The COVID-19 Congregational Relief
Fund was a joint effort of Everence,
Mennonite Central Committee and
Mennonite Disaster Service. The
funds were available to churches with
Anabaptist roots and relationships;
many of the recipients were racially
and ethnically diverse congregations in
communities that have been historically
underserved.

CONTRIBUTIONS:

Right: Congregations are adjusting to a new
“normal,” and this looks different for each one. It’s
been apparent throughout the pandemic that the
connection a church family offers is essential.

Flexibility proved essential to helping
outreach programs thrive, as well,
despite the new challenges. The
church’s food pantry served record
numbers of community members after
reconfiguring into a drive-thru for
enhanced safety precautions. Members
who were not financially struggling
themselves donated their full stimulus
checks straight to the deacon’s fund. It
received double the typical donations
in 2020.
As the lead pastor on a staff of seven,
Hank also gives credit to those he
works with.

$840,000
Combined funds from MDS,
Everence and MCC U.S.
More than

“Every aspect of our ministry is
thriving as best as it can under these
conditions,” he said. “These are people
who love Jesus, love our people, and
are committed. Their sacrificial service
and love is something that inspires me.
They’ve been a real strength because
we’ve all had to be flexible.”

$180,553

Hank sees that intentionality matters,
especially with so much uncertainty.

from other donors

“It’s very easy to just go through the
motions, but COVID has forced us to
take a harder look,” he said. “People
got a good look in the mirror and not
all of us liked what we saw. I think
we need to leave space for growth
and healing.”

GRANTS MADE:

216

total grants distributed

29
states and Puerto Rico
received funds
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residing in your towns – so they can
listen and learn to fear the Lord your
God and follow carefully all the words
of this law.”
In March 2021, Harrisburg Brethren in
Christ offered in-person services, with
safety restrictions, inside the sanctuary
for the first time since the start of the
pandemic.
“My heart is greatly encouraged by
the word of the Lord in Deuteronomy
31:12,” Hank wrote. “Moses, as he
transitions the people to Joshua’s
leadership, calls for all of the people
to be gathered so they can listen,
learn, and submit to God by carefully
following the commandments. I am
challenged by this reminder that we
come together not just for fellowship
and the blessing of being together. We
come together to learn, grow, and be
empowered to continue God’s work
for us as the Harrisburg Brethren in
Christ Church.”
EVERENCE – SUPPORTING OUR

On March 4, 2021, Hank sent an
email out to his church family and
community, leading with Deuteronomy
31:12 (NIV):

MEMBERS
Since its founding in 1945, Everence
has grown out of a long tradition
of church communities putting faith
into action by sharing resources
with each other – living together in
community, in service to each other
and to God. Without a doubt, this
calling includes caring for the health
and well-being of Everence families,
friends and neighbors in the midst of
the pandemic.

“Assemble the people – men, women
and children, and the foreigners

One way Everence supported churches
and their ministries was through the

“

Assemble the people – men, women and children,
and the foreigners residing in your towns – so they
can listen and learn to fear the Lord your God and
follow carefully all the words of this law.”
DEUTERONOMY 31:12 (NIV )

COVID-19 Congregational Relief
Fund. A joint effort with Mennonite
Disaster Service and Mennonite
Central Committee U.S., the Fund
provided grants to help churches
meet financial needs (such as rent,
mortgage payments, utilities or staff
salaries) or to assist church families
and members recover from COVID-19
hardships. Approximately 90% of the
initial seed money funded grants for
churches with historic Anabaptist roots
and relationships – many of which
were racially and ethnically diverse
congregations serving communities
and households that are underbanked,
underinsured and/or uninsured. The

remaining 10% of the original funding
went to support churches in Africa,
Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean
through the Mennonite World
Conference Global Sharing Fund.
For 2020, Everence also doubled the
amount of eligible Sharing Fund grant
money available to congregations
with an Everence stewardship
advocate. This change was designed
to help churches assist members or
community individuals facing serious
financial needs due to COVID-19,
including pastors who lost income
due to reduced giving in the midst of
the pandemic.

ADJUSTING TO THE NEW
NORMAL
Church may look different when they
return to in-person worship. Leaders
may need to adapt to fewer people
attending in-person worship or find
new ways to welcome people who
discovered their churches online during
the pandemic.
And others will need to decide if
they should continue offering online
worship options.
Whatever the outcome for each
individual church, the pandemic’s
impact will be felt by virtually all for
years to come.
Kristin Troyer is a writer/designer at
Everence.

WE ALL
GE T TO
G IVE
Kevin and Marilyn
Wilder embrace
the joy of
generosity
By Jim Miller

Some of us don’t feel wealthy enough
to be generous with our money. “I
can’t afford to give thousands of dollars
to the nonprofit I like, and I’d feel silly
sending them $10, so I won’t give
anything,” we tell ourselves.
But generosity for some people is a
given. Donating money to their church
and other causes they support is a big
part of who they are.
For Kevin and Marilyn Wilder of
Hesston, Kansas, being charitable as
adults started when they were growing
up in Indiana.

“In the homes we were raised in, it was
hardwired” to be generous with your
resources, Marilyn said. Kevin’s parents,
Keith and Donna Wilder, and Marilyn’s
parents, Merrill and Julia Hall, made it
clear that giving is an essential part of
life as a Christian.
Marilyn is a District Court judge in
Kansas, presiding over criminal and civil
jury trials, as well as all kinds of legal
matters that don’t require trials.
Kevin has been teaching at Hesston College
for more than 20 years and has served
as youth pastor, campus pastor and, for
2021, is interim lead pastor of Whitestone
Mennonite Church in Hesston.

TO THE CHURCH AND BEYOND
Marilyn said when she was growing
up, “Our families gave, mostly for
the church, but also supported
missionaries, supported mission
organizations – it was just a given that
if you follow Christ, you give part of
your income.”
Kevin had a talk with his father that
made a lasting impression. “As a
boy, I told my dad – ‘I think I know
what giving is. It’s like a God tax.’ He
said, ‘It’s not a tax. You get to give.’
Giving is joyous, a part of worship.
That was modeled very well for me by
my father.”

Marilyn Wilder presides in her
courtroom, and Kevin Wilder speaks in
one of his classes at Hesston College.
Photography by Pam Weaver
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Kevin believes in Hesston College,
and thought it would be nice if new
graduates helped make it possible for
future students to attend the college.
So he and Marilyn started nudging
the grads about 15 years ago. Kevin
told the college’s development director
that he and Marilyn wanted to help
graduates incorporate generosity into
their lives.
Kevin decided to give each student a
silver dollar and a $2 bill at the annual
graduate dinner. The students are
asked to donate $1 to the college now,
$2 a year later, and then continue to
double their contribution each year.
The donations are a manageable
amount for a young adult, and the
college development staff believe
“it plants a seed,” Kevin said. “You
don’t have to give a lot, but if we
give collectively …”
A HABIT OF GIVING BACK
As Rachel Swartzendruber Miller says,
“It’s more about the habit of giving
back, and the graduates keep giving
back.” The message is that making a
positive impact isn’t about who has the
deepest pockets.

Swartzendruber Miller is Vice President
of Advancement for Hesston College and
has known Kevin for more than 20 years.
“I don’t know who gave and who didn’t,”
Kevin said. “I never wanted to know.”
Marilyn and Kevin enjoy deciding where
their own charitable donations will go.
“Those are fun conversations for us,”
Kevin said. “There’s just a joy about that.”
Marilyn said, “We don’t give
exclusively to the church. We look for
organizations that we have a personal
connection with, such as if we’re on
the board of a nonprofit.”
She added, “If an organization is
involved in things we believe Christ
would support, we support those.”
And Kevin said, “Almost everybody
we give to, they’re friends of ours and
they need resources. Giving to the
college is giving to my friends. So it’s
relationally driven. It’s a way to expand
the kingdom, but why wouldn’t you
want to help your friends?”

Help yourself
make a
difference
You can increase your ability to make
a difference with charitable planning
approaches and tools from Everence®
and Everence Foundation.
Talk with us about donor advised funds,
charitable gift annuities, charitable trusts
and other ways we can help you create
a charitable and financial plan right for
you. Call 800-348-7468 or visit
everence.com./charitable-giving.

Jim Miller is a writer and editor at
Everence and managing editor of
Everyday Stewardship
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Praxis funding impacts sustainability
in Latin America and the Caribbean
The eco.business Fund is a joint
initiative of investors who want to
support the promotion of business and
consumption practices that contribute
to biodiversity conservation, the
sustainable use of natural resources,
climate change mitigation and
adaptation to its impacts.
By providing financing to the fund’s
target group for investing in activities
that conserve nature and foster
biodiversity in Latin America and the
Caribbean, the eco.business Fund seeks
investments that yield both financial
and environmental returns.
The fund is structured as a publicprivate partnership and based on an
innovative multiple tier capital structure,
with participation of public investors,
multilateral organizations, development
finance institutions, NGOs, foundations
and private institutional investors.
Financing can be provided directly to
businesses or through local financial
institutions to reach enterprises in the
same area.
The eco.business Fund concentrates
on four types of sustainable activities:
agriculture and agri-processing,
fishery, forestry and eco-tourism. End
borrowers and local lending institutions

can count on high-impact technical
assistance provided by the eco.business
Development Facility.
Since its inception in December
2014, the eco.business Fund has
disbursed more than $872.8 million
to agricultural producers and other
local enterprises related to the fund’s
environmental goals.
To enhance the impact of the
investment activities, the fund has
provided technical assistance to
61 projects – all via local financial
institutions. Across the region, more
than 21 capacity building projects
with an aggregate project volume of
$3.1 million have addressed topics
such as environmental and social risk
management, awareness raising, and
product development.
THE PR A XIS COMMITMENT
Praxis Mutual Funds® supports
organizations such as the eco.business
Fund through fund investments in
Calvert Impact Capital, an impactinvesting institution that helps people
around the world through community
development financing. It’s part of
the Praxis commitment to place about
1% of each of its funds to benefit
neighborhoods and individuals through
community development investments.

Foreside Financial Services, LLC and the Praxis Mutual Funds are not affiliated with Calvert Impact Capital.
No Praxis Mutual Funds hold positions within any of the companies mentioned in this piece as of March 31, 2021. However, all Praxis Mutual Funds
invest in community development investing through Calvert Impact Capital,
which provides development financing to companies mentioned in this article
and others.
Fund holdings are subject to change. To obtain holdings as of the most previous quarter, visit praxismutualfunds.com.

Make Medicare an easy step
Everence can give you a hand

Gain a measure of confidence and clarity about moving to Medicare with
guidance from Everence. From workshops to personal assistance, see how you
can simplify. And spend more time on what matters to you.
Visit Everence.com/easy-step to learn more or call (800) 348-7468.

Banking | Investing | Retirement | Financial Planning | Insurance | Charitable Giving
Securities offered through ProEquities Inc., member FINRA and SIPC. Everence entities are independent from ProEquities
Inc. Everence offers credit union services that are federally insured by NCUA. We also offer securities and other products
that are not federally insured and are subject to loss of principal. All products are not available in all states.
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LIVES WE SHARE

How annuities
can help you
and others

Ask Vern Jantz of North Newton,
Kansas, about charitable gift annuities
he’s gotten through Everence®, and he’ll
be glad to tell you several reasons he
likes them.
For one thing, “I wanted to provide a
secure, fixed income for my wife in case
I was gone,” said Vern. He and his wife,
Helen, both retired teachers, live in a
retirement village in North Newton.
He and Helen want to leave a legacy.
They feel comfortable knowing that
when they’re gone, their alma mater,

their church, a local homeless shelter,
Mennonite Central Committee and
others will benefit financially.
Vern said he and Helen appreciate
knowing that the money they
deposited for their annuities goes to
Everence Foundation, which invests in
socially responsible ways.
“We’re not going to take it with us,”
Vern said. So using their money to
support organizations that do good
in the world “is what the Lord asks
us to do.”

ABOUT CHARITABLE
GIVING
Visit everence.com/
charitable-giving for
information about making
a difference.
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